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05. Industry Matters

Towards Whole of House  

There are many cost-effective opportunities that consumers can 
take advantage of, particularly as new energy efficient technology 
costs have been falling considerably in recent years.

In recognition of these opportunities, in 2019 Energy Ministers 
agreed the Trajectory for Low Energy Buildings and its Addendum 
(the Trajectory). The Trajectory identifies cost effective 
opportunities for energy efficiency improvements throughout the 
building system, from thermal performance to appliance energy 
usage and renewable energy generation. 

In summary, the Trajectory proposes:

• setting a trajectory towards zero energy (and carbon)  
ready buildings; 

• implementing cost effective increases to the energy 
efficiency provisions in the Code for residential buildings 
from 2022; and 

• implementing a suite of initiatives to improve the energy 
efficiency of existing buildings.

The Trajectory is an important reference for governments when 
developing future energy efficiency measures for buildings, including 
for consideration of potential updates to the Code for 2022. 

One of the measures in the Trajectory that is well underway, is 
the expansion of the Nationwide House Energy Rating Scheme 
(NatHERS) to assess and rate the energy performance of the 
whole home.

Currently NatHERS provides an assessment and rating of a 
home’s thermal performance (building fabric), with star ratings 
based on information about the home’s design, construction 
materials and the climate where it is being built. NatHERS 
Whole-of-Home will continue to provide information and a star 
rating of a home’s thermal performance, but will also include 
information about the energy performance of the appliances 
(heating and cooling appliances, hot water, lighting, pool/spa 
pumps and on-site energy generation and storage). 

Expanding NatHERS to assess and rate the energy performance 
of the whole home will:

• Help consumers to have lower energy bills, and a home that 
is more comfortable and resilient

• Support industry and consumers to design beyond minimum 
standards and achieve a zero energy (and carbon) ready home

• Support a range of different initiatives, such as the finance 
sector being able to use NatHERS to underpin their products

• Cater for potential future energy efficiency requirements  
in the National Construction Code (NCC 2022 energy 
efficiency provisions)

For further information about NatHERS visit  
www.NatHERS.gov.au

This article follows on from a webinar presented in June by  
Jo Brennan on the 'NatHERS Whole-of-Home (WoH) for 
Assessors’, which is now available for viewing, in our Shop at:  
www.designmatters.org.au   

Expanding NatHERS  
to assess and rate the 
energy performance  
of the whole home

By Jo Brennan, Assistant Manager of the Residential Buildings and NatHERS Policy Team, Department of Industry, Science, 
Energy and Resources.

Energy efficiency plays an important role in lowering energy bills for households and businesses; improving occupant 
comfort, health and productivity; saving energy (reducing wastage) for the wider economy; improving resilience to 
extreme weather; and reducing emissions. 
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